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Warm a heart for students in need

Laura Byers, Executive Direc-
tor Education Foundation of 
Niagara

impact that both the stress 
of uncertainty and the 
loss of social connections 
can have on all of us, but 
we’ve also seen the power 
of community. We are all 
champions of the com-
mon purpose of providing 
assistance to children in 
need.

 We understand the 
challenges, and the need 
that exists as we continue 
to support 38,051 elemen-
tary and secondary stu-
dents across all of Niaga-
ra’s twelve municipalities. 
Through our Emergency 
Relief Fund, we are pro-
viding quality nutritional 
support, personal hygiene 
items, and basic neces-
sities, such as boots and 
coats, at this time of year. 

We hear such heart-break-
ing stories. Kathy, a single 
mother of two daughters, 
who was laid off at the end of 
October, and is struggling to 
provide basic necessities for 
her family. 

Andrew is a recent 
widower, after the death 
of his wife in September, 
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and is raising his four 
young children. Andrew 
is unable to make ends 
meet, with the cost of rent, 
utilities, and putting food 
on the table, we provided 
grocery gift cards and ba-
sic necessities.

These stories of loss 

and devastation are just 
some of the dozens of the 
difficult stories we have 
seen unfold since the man-
datory school closures last 
spring. The reality is that 
many of our children and 
their families are living 
with uncertainty, just like 

Kathy and Andrew, and we 
want to be able to help of-
fer some relief from their 
struggles.

As we continue to nav-
igate through these tumul-
tuous times, we are asking 
for help to support those 
who, through no fault of 

The economic disrup-
tion to our society, and 
our school community, 
arising from COVID-19 
has impacted the Educa-
tion Foundation of Niag-
ara, and its ability to help 
the families and children 
we serve on so many lev-
els.

Led by a volunteer 
board of directors, and a 
small staff, the founda-
tion’s mandate is to sup-
port District School Board 
of Niagara students, and 

reduce the barriers to their 
success.

We have seen an in-
creased demand for ser-
vices, with a significant 
decrease in donations, 
and the cancellation of all 
fundraising events. With-
out any government fund-
ing there is a gap between 
what we can afford to do 
and what we need to do.

In this new environ-
ment, our foundation has 
been doing everything we 
can to support Niagara 
students and families who 
need our help. 

Over the past several 
months we have seen the 
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Without any government  
funding there is a gap between 
what we can afford to do and 

what we need to do. 

“ 
”

–Laura Byers

We have seen an increased  
demand for services, with a  

significant decrease in donations, 
and the cancellation of  
all fundraising events.
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their own, need our assis-
tance. By making a dona-
tion through our Warm 
the Heart campaign, you 
will aid in narrowing the 
gap and helping the foun-
dation better achieve its 
vision of a community 
where every student has 

equal access to all of the 
necessities and opportuni-
ties of school life.

We know that with the 
continued support of our 
Niagara community, we 
can be tahere when we are 
needed. 

Please envision your 
support by donating and 
making a difference in the 
lives of those who need it 
the most.

Warm a heart this  
holiday season. Visit   
efnniagara.ca 


