
We envision a community where every 
student has access to all of the enriching 

opportunities school life offers.



When students face financial hardship, they face  
barriers to learning.   

Often, the solutions are simple.  

It could be a nutritious breakfast and snacks, providing 
fuel for a day of learning. Or a new pair of glasses that 
allow a student to read a book. Or even a pair of shoes 
to replace those that are worn and have holes. And 
sometimes, it’s covering the cost of necessary  
medication for a student.  Simple solutions such as these 
help students thrive and grow.  

The Education Foundation 
of Niagara raises funds to 
benefit more than 36,000 
District School Board of 

Niagara (DSBN) students. 

We are Guided by our Values
Caring –  Passion for equal opportunity  

is at the heart of our work 

Purposeful – We are committed to making  
a difference in our community

Relationships – We act with honesty,  
respect and transparency

Learn more at efnniagara.ca  Charitable Registration Number: 119057586 RR00                    

What we Do
We support DSBN student by engaging the community to 
provide needed funds and resources where government 
funding is not available.

Gifts to the Education Foundation help our students when 
they need it most – whether it’s through funding that is 
individualized to a student’s specific needs, or a program 
that benefits all students in their school setting.  



Community support 
and cooperation are 
vital to building an 
exemplary public 
education system  
that nurtures the 

whole child.

Donor Designated Gifts through our Planned Giving Program

Donor gifts enhance student learning in areas such as the arts, sci-
ence, athletics or pursuit of post secondary education.

Innovative Community Initiatives

Prom Project Niagara supplies complete prom and graduation wear 
to any Niagara student.  Gently used and new clothing, shoes and 
accessories are provided at no cost.  Services such as dry cleaning, 
tailoring, up-dos, manicures and transportation are donated by 
generous community members and businesses.

Gift of Arts – In partnership with the Canadian Federation of University 
Women and Centre for the Arts, Brock University, students gain expo-
sure to the wonder of live theatre.

Basic Necessities and Extra-curricular Activities

Essential Needs such as winter clothes, proper footwear, field 
trips, school supplies, team uniforms, glasses, medications and 
other necessities are provided

Nutrition Programs to keep students fueled and ready to learn

Progressive Programs and Services in our Schools

Special School-Based Initiatives such as after school programs 
and class trips offer applied learning   

Swim to Survive enables all grade three students to learn vital 
life saving water skills – partnering with the Life Saving Society & 
Niagara aquatic centres

Annual Student Awards and Bursaries

Student Scholarships Every year, Grade 12 students benefit from a $200 
award to support their future success

Donor Directed Scholarships Every year, donor-directed endowment 
funds provide student scholarships through our Planned Giving 
Program

Our Donors Fund



Our History
Since 2007, the Education Foundation of Niagara (EFN) 
has been investing in students and programs at the District 
School Board of Niagara.  

Led by a volunteer board of directors, the Foundation  
exists through the generosity of individual donors and  
organizations. We share a common goal: to help build a 
healthy, vibrant and educated Niagara community. 

Today, the EFN is a key player in reducing barriers to 
student success.  And just as important, our youth learn 
that people truly care.

The Foundation’s diverse programs and supports target  
areas where other funding is not available.  We provide 
direct and timely response to the immediate needs of 
students in emergency and poverty situations.

Your Impact
Across Niagara, individual students and school programs 
from JK to Grade 12 have access to the Foundation in 88 
elementary schools and 18 secondary schools.

Your gifts make a difference in the lives of hundreds of 
students.  Here’s how:

 more than 1,800 students benefitted from nutrition  
 programs

 1,100 students joined their classmates on field trips

 1,000 students experienced prom and grad with 
 head-to-toe formal wear, all donated 

  
 hundreds of students received glasses, medical 
 and dental subsidies

 6, 221 students learned life saving swimming skills

 1500 students had warm coats & proper footwear 

For the past eight years, I have been a 
volunteer board member of the EFN.  
While I was still a young boy, my family 
immigrated to Canada, struggling to 
create life in a new land. I experienced 
first-hand the difference it makes to 
children’s sense of worth and sense 
of belonging when they are able to 
participate in, and become part of, 
the extra-curricular and social aspects 
of school life. Years later, as a teacher 
and principal with the DSBN, it became 
very clear that students who were 
encouraged and had the financial support to take part in the many 
social and extra-curricular opportunities available, became happier, 
more successful members of their school community and in later life.

Your gifts to our Foundation improve the lives of our disad-
vantaged students in profound ways.

George Thomas, Board Member

“

”



All funds stay in 
Niagara, helping 

our students.

The Needs are Real
The Niagara region’s latest reports on poverty reveal that 
a growing number of our families are struggling. Poverty is 
a reality that has a lasting impact for many of our children 
and youth.

Poverty is a real barrier to hundreds of Niagara’s youth, 
impacting their ability to learn and succeed.

THE FACTS
• 15.6 per cent of Niagara's children live in poverty
• Children are 42 per cent of Ontario Works caseload in 

Niagara
• 33 per cent of visits to Niagara food banks are made 

by children arriving alone, or to provide for children
(Source: Canada. Niagara Region. A Legacy of Poverty: Address-
ing Cycles of Poverty and the Impact of Child Health in the Niagara 
Region. 2007. Online.) 

These real and harsh economic factors pose barriers to 
student success. Through services and programs delivered 
by the Education Foundation of Niagara, these obstacles 
are lessened through gifts to the EFN.

 

You sent me home with a gift card to Wal-mart, and I haven’t 
been able to properly express my gratitude.  I hate admitting 
that my family needs help. Using the money you gave me I got 
new shoes, as my old shoes were falling apart. I also got two 
new t-shirts which I also needed. I do want you to know that 
the gift card was put to good use, and that we’re very thankful  
- I can’t express that enough.

-High school student

“
”



What a difference your gift makes 

 $30 helps a student join a field trip when family   
            finances prevent her/him from doing so

 $50 provides shoes for a student, ensuring a   
 proper fit and footwear without holes 

 $100 goes a long way towards keeping a student
 warm with a winter jacket, boots, mitts, and scarves
 
 $150 helps a student with application costs for 
  co-op courses, college or university 

 $200 supports families who must pay for medicines,  
           eye glasses and dental care

 $250 lets an entire Grade 3 class attend a local pool  
 to learn lifesaving swimming skills

 $500 helps provide innivative workshops, 
            conferences and character building programs

 $1,200 establishes an RESP for a student who is 
            the first generation in their family to attend post 
            secondary education

 $2,000-$5,000 creates a lasting legacy to support 
           endowed student award and bursary funds

You can support a 
Niagara student’s future.

Options include

• Non designated Gifts (where it is needed most)
• Designated Gifts –-  to a specific program, school or 

student award
• Build a legacy through estate planning or leaving a 

bequest in your will

Ways you can give

• By completing the attached donation form and  
returning it to the EFN

• By cheque made payable to the Education  
Foundation of Niagara

• Online through Canada Helps at efnniagara.ca
• By calling 905.641.2929 x54014
• By naming the Education Foundation of Niagara in 

your will
• By making a monthly gift
• By designating your United Way gift to the EFN
• Through tribute or memorial gifts to honour those  

special people in your life

Every gift is valued and is 
an investment in  

our students – our future. 



My/our gift of  $30 $50 $100 other______  is to be paid:

 one time  monthly quarterly yearly

 Greatest need
 Financial hardship – individual student grants
 School program grants 
 Student awards & bursaries 
 Please contact me to learn about building a legacy  through an insurance   
 policy or bequest in a will.

Donor Name(s)  ______________________________________________________
So we may recognize you properly, please write in space 

above how you would like to be listed. 

         I/we wish to remain anonymous for this gift

Address  _______________________________________

City  ___________________________  Prov  __________ Postal Code  ____________  
Phone  _________________ Email _________________________________________

         Please email my tax receipt
         Yes!  Sign me up for e-news

I/we make this contribution in the form of: 

 cash cheque credit card other VISA MasterCard   

Card # _________________________________________ Expiry Date  ______________

Authorized Signature _____________________________

Gift made in honour of in memory of

 ______________________________________________

For  more information please contact
Cindy Paskey | Executive Director | cindy.paskey@dsbn.org | 906-641-2929 x 54104

Education Foundation of Niagara 191 Carlton Street, St. Catharines,  ON  L2R 7P4
efnniagara.ca

Charitable Registration No. 119057586RR0001
Privacy Statement:  Your personal information is used solely 

for the purposes of administering the EFN’s programs and services.

Donate

Our students. Our future.


