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Community

Donations make prom dreams come true for Niagara teens
By Paul Forsyth
staFF

NIAGARA  — On the third floor of Thorold  
Secondary School there’s a large, nondescript 
storage room that will play a big part in what 
could be life-long, cherished memories for hun-
dreds of Niagara teenagers.

The room is the main storage depot for hun-
dreds of young men’s suits and young women’s 
dresses, and inside piles of boxes are the shoes 
that will be busting a move on dance floors across 
Niagara on prom night.

For the seventh year in a row, the Education 
Foundation of Niagara and partners are working 
hard to make sure what’s supposed to be a night 
that teens will remember for the  rest of their lives 
won’t end up being a sad memory.

For countless Niagara teens, the dreams that 
prom night are supposed to be made of may 
never be more than that — a dream. That’s 
because the cost of going to the prom is simply 
out of reach for many families struggling to get 
by, said Dara Goulet, program director with the 
foundation.

“Shoes can easily cost $100 and dresses can 
cost $300 or $400,” she said. “If you need to feed 
your family or buy a dress, you’re going to make 
the choice of necessity.”

Through the Prom Project Niagara program, 
the foundation collects donated new and gently 
used clothes and accessories for teens from indi-
viduals and stores and distributes them free of 
charge. The program is open to teens from either 
the public or Catholic school boards.

On Saturday, April 11 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., teens can shop and pick out their prom out-
fits at Thorold Secondary or at two satellite loca-
tions: Fort Erie Secondary School and Beamsville 
Secondary School.

The clothing pickup is anonymous and con-
fidential and no registration is necessary, so kids 
don’t have to feel self-conscious, said Goulet.

The program grows each year: what drew 
about 25 teens in the first year drew about 200 
to Thorold Secondary last year and about 300 
including all three locations, she said.

On pickup day, volunteer seamstresses will 
be on-site to make alterations to dresses and 
suits. It’s hoped students from Niagara  College 
will also be available to give tips on makeup, and 
hairstylists are offering free up-dos for girls on 
prom day by appointment, said Goulet.

“It’s a one-day, free, head-to-toe shopping 
spree,” she said. “We’ve had such a wonderful 
response from the Niagara community.”

This year there’s a pressing need for teen boys’ 
shoes and girls’ jewelry, said Goulet. People can 
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drop the donations off at any PenFinancial Credit 
Union locations until April 1.

Goulet said people can make a big impact on 
teens with donations.

“Prom is a rite of passage,” she said. “It’s 
something everybody remembers. They should 

be able to go, hang out with their friends and not 
have to worry about the financial constraints.

“If you help out one kid, that’s great.”
A list of drop-off locations is available at 

http://efnniagara.dsbn.org/events/prom-proj-
ect-niagara.
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